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The Church of the Nazarene confesses itself to be a branch of Christ’s “one, holy, catholic, and  
apostolic” church, embracing as its own the history of God’s people recorded in the Old and New  
Testaments and by God’s people through the ages, in whatever expression of Christ’s church they are found. It 
receives the ecumenical creeds of the first five Christian centuries as expressions of its own faith.  
 
It identifies with the historic church in preaching the Word, administering the sacraments, maintaining a ministry 
of apostolic faith and practice, and instilling the disciplines of Christlike living and service. It joins the saints in 
heeding the biblical call to holy living and entire devotion to God, which it proclaims through the theology of  
entire sanctification.  
 
Our Christian heritage was mediated through the 16th-century English Reformation and 18thcentury Wesleyan 
revival. Through the preaching of John and Charles Wesley, people throughout England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales turned from sin and were empowered for Christian service. This revival was characterized by lay  
preaching, testimonies, discipline, and circles of earnest disciples known as “societies,” “classes,” and “bands.” 
The Wesleyan revival’s theological landmarks included: justification by grace through faith; sanctification, or 
Christian perfection, likewise by grace through faith; and the witness of the Spirit to the assurance of grace.  
 
John Wesley’s distinctive contributions included an emphasis on entire sanctification as God’s gracious provision 
for the Christian life. His emphases were disseminated worldwide. In North America, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized in 1784 “to reform the Continent, and to spread scriptural Holiness over these Lands.”  
 
A renewed emphasis on Christian holiness developed in the mid-19th century. Timothy Merritt of Boston,  
Massachusetts, spurred interest as editor of the Guide to Christian Perfection. Phoebe Palmer of New York City 
led the Tuesday Meeting for the Promotion of Holiness and became a sought-after speaker, author, and editor. 
In 1867 Methodist preachers J. A. Wood, John Inskip, and others, at Vineland, New Jersey, initiated the first in a 
long series of holiness camp meetings that renewed the Wesleyan quest for holiness around the world.  
 
Christian holiness was emphasized by Wesleyan Methodists, Free Methodists, the Salvation Army, and certain 
Mennonites, Brethren, and Quakers. Evangelists carried this movement to Germany, the United Kingdom,  
Scandinavia, India, and Australia. New holiness churches arose, including the Church of God (Anderson, Indiana). 
Holiness churches, urban missions, and missionary associations grew from this endeavor. The Church of the  
Nazarene was born from the impulse to unite many of these into one holiness church.  

Our Denominational Heritage 
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Unity In Holiness  
 
Fred Hillery organized the People’s Evangelical Church (Providence, Rhode Island) in 1887. The Mission Church 
(Lynn, Massachusetts) followed in 1888. In 1890 they and eight other New England congregations formed the 
Central Evangelical Holiness Association. Anna S. Hanscome, ordained in 1892, was the first ordained female 
minister in the Nazarene lineage.  
 
In 1894-95, William Howard Hoople organized three holiness congregations in Brooklyn, New York, which 
formed the Association of Pentecostal Churches of America. “Pentecostal” was a synonym for “holiness” to 
these and other Nazarene founders. Hillery and Hoople’s groups merged in 1896, established work in India 
(1899) and Cape Verde (1901). Missions executive Hiram Reynolds organized congregations in Canada (1902). 
The group reached from Nova Scotia to Iowa by 1907.  
 
Robert Lee Harris organized the New Testament Church of Christ (Milan, Tennessee) in 1894. Mary Lee Cagle, his 
widow, spread it into west Texas in 1895. C. B. Jernigan organized the first Independent Holiness Church (Van 
Alstyne, Texas) in 1901. These churches merged at Rising Star, Texas (1904), forming the Holiness Church of 
Christ. By 1908, it stretched from Georgia to New Mexico, ministering to outcasts and the needy, supporting or-
phans and unwed mothers, and connecting with workers in India and Japan.  
 
Phineas F. Bresee and Joseph P. Widney, with about 100 others, organized the Church of the Nazarene at Los  
Angeles in 1895. They held that Christians sanctified by faith should follow Christ’s example and preach the  
gospel to the poor. They believed that their time and money should be given to Christlike ministries for the  
salvation of souls and the relief of the needy. The Church of the Nazarene spread chiefly along the West Coast of 
the United States, with some congregations as far east as Illinois. They supported an indigenous mission in  
Calcutta, India.  
 
In October 1907, the Association of Pentecostal Churches of America and the Church of the Nazarene jointly  
convened in Chicago, Illinois, to fashion a church government that balanced superintendency with congregation-
al rights. Superintendents were to foster and care for established churches, organize and encourage new church-
es, but not interfere with the independent actions of a fully organized church. Holiness Church of Christ dele-
gates participated. The First General Assembly adopted a name drawn from both organizations: Pentecostal 
Church of the Nazarene. Bresee and Reynolds were elected general superintendents.  
 
In September 1908, the Pennsylvania Conference of the Holiness Christian Church, under H. G. Trumbaur, united 
with the Pentecostal Nazarenes. On October 13, the Second General Assembly convened at Pilot Point, Texas, 
with the General Council of the Holiness Church of Christ to unite the two churches.  
 
Led by J. O. McClurkan, the Pentecostal Mission formed in Nashville in 1898, uniting holiness people from  
Tennessee and adjacent states. They sent pastors and teachers to Cuba, Guatemala, Mexico, and India. In 1906 
George Sharpe was ejected from Parkhead Congregational Church in Glasgow, Scotland, for preaching the  
Wesleyan doctrine of Christian holiness. The Parkhead Pentecostal Church was formed, other congregations  
organized, and the Pentecostal Church of Scotland was founded in 1909. The Pentecostal Mission and Pentecos-
tal Church of Scotland united with the Pentecostal Nazarenes in 1915.  
 
The Fifth General Assembly (1919) changed the denomination’s official name to Church of the Nazarene. The 
word “Pentecostal” was no longer synonymous with the doctrine of holiness as it had been in the late 19th cen-
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Our Structure: 
Global  

 159 World Areas 

 6 General Superintendents 

 General Assembly Meets Every 4 Years 

 Nazarene Missions International (NMI) 

  2.3 Million in Membership 

  9th Largest Mission Enterprise in the World 

  210 Languages Each Sunday 

  13,054,004 Decisions for Christ Last Year! 

 Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries International (SDMI)   

  1.1 million in average SS attendance in 2011 

 Nazarene Youth International (NYI) 

  410,000 in membership 

 

 District 

  77 Local Congregations 

  1 District Superintendent (Trevor Johnston) 

  1 Assistant District Superintendent 

  District:  NMI, NYI, & SDMI 

 

 Our Local Church History: 

 Organized in August 1929, by Charles Gibson, Superintendent of the Ohio District, following a 

tent revival conducted by evangelist Parry Rood.  In the winter of 1929 Rev. A.E. Pusey was assigned as 

pastor of the church.  The first service took place in Freeman Lutz’s living room at 620 South Scioto 

Street.  A building on the corner of Scioto and Ohio Streets was then rented and furnishings were  

purchased from a mission for the sum of $25.  In 1932 a site was purchased on Pickaway and Walnut 

Streets and the frame of the church edifice was constructed. 

 In 1957 under the leadership of Dale Fruehling, a new brick structure was erected because the 

church had outgrown the small frame building.  This building consisted of a sanctuary and classrooms, 

and attendance began to increase, until under the leadership of John Dennis (’64-‘72), the church once 

again needed space.  After much planning, additional property was purchased and a new facility was 

erected on Pickaway and Walnut Street.  This new facility included a sanctuary, classrooms and office 

space.  The old building then served as a multi-purpose building and more class-

rooms, and in 1976 the Family Life Center was built.  The church eventually out-

grew that space and on September 10, 2000 our current facility was dedicated to 

the Lord, with additions through 2002.  In September 2010 we  

dedicated the newly expanded worship center. 

   

 1993 New Hope Christian Academy was born 

 313 in 1983 to 718 Members in 2016 

 Averaged 918  in Attendance in 2016 

 Debt = 3.2 Million   

Pictured, left to right: Dr. David A. 
Busic, Dr. J. K. Warrick, Dr. Eugénio R. 
Duarte, Dr. David W. Graves, Dr. Jerry 

D. Porter, Dr. Gustavo A. Crocker  
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Statement of Belief:  
 

We believe in one God-the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
• Genesis 1 “In the beginning God…”  

• Matthew 3:16-17 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 

this is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

• Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…”  
 

We believe that the Old and New Testament Scriptures are the Divine Word of God, given for us to  

believe and live for God. 
• 2 Timothy 3:15-17 “and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuk-

ing, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.” 
 

We believe that man is born in sin, that on our own no one is good enough, and as such we are in need 

of a Savior to pay the penalty for our sin.  
• Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

• Romans 5:12 “just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came 

to all men, because all sinned.” 

• Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
 

We believe that everyone has the opportunity to choose to believe in Jesus, and that those who do not 

believe have no hope in this life or eternity. 
• John 3:16 “For God loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.” 

• Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved.” 

• Romans 3:22 “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 
 

We believe that Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross is for everyone, and that whoever believes in 

Him receives His Spirit, forgiveness and life direction. 
• 1 Cor. 15:20 “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 

• 1 Peter 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

• 1 John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 

world.” 
 

We believe that we are to follow Jesus’ example through the deep work of His Spirit so that we can be 

Holy like He is! 
• 2 Cor. 5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  

• 1 Thess. 5:23-24 “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spir-

it, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and 

he will do it.” 
 

We believe that God is coming back, that those who believe in Him will live forever with Him. 
• Matt. 24:42,44 “Keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come...So you also must be 

ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  

• John 14:2-3 “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.” 
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Statement of Belief: 
 

Our view on Salvation. 

God’s work of Salvation includes both Justification and Sanctification. Put simply, God does in us and 

for us what we cannot do ourselves. It is our responsibility to trust and obey.  

• Justification: What God does FOR US 

1. Justification means God accepts us “just as if” we had never sinned - we are made right in the 

eyes of God. Romans 5:18 

2. Justification is both an “act” of God and a “state” in which we live as we continue to trust in 

Christ on a daily basis. Thus we can say, 
 “I have been justified” (act). Occurs at the moment we turn and trust Christ. 

 “I am being justified daily” (state). We permit our faith to work in love and as we walk in the 

light of God: Trust and Obey. 

 “I will be justified” (completed). When I stand before God on Judgement day. 

• Sanctification: What Christ does IN US 

1. In the broadest sense, of all that God does “in us” is done by the Holy Spirit, and is called 

“sanctification.”  
 1 Cor. 6:11 “you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of God.” 

2. “Initial” Sanctification accompanies justification and the new birth. 

3. “Entire” Sanctification is another moment in the process of a second stage in the work 
 1 Thess. 5:23-24 “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 

calls you is faithful and he will do it.” 
4. “Glorification” is the final perfection of Sanctification toward which we are advancing as we 

press on in the faith  
 1 John 3:2”...now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 

know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 

Before Christ: 

Alienated from 

the Cross. 

 

After Commitment to Christ: 

God working in my life but I 

still sit on the throne of my 

heart. 

Entire Sanctification: 

God envelops my heart and 

sits on the throne. 

 

Note: As God envelops my heart through the work of the Holy Spirit and His fullness, I draw 

nearer to God in love previous possible and am enabled to love others fully and selflessly. 
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Transformed & Devoted: 

Ephesians 4:22-24 

“with regard to your former way of life, put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 

desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God 

in true righteousness and holiness. 
 

Rom 12:1-2 

12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 

The Christian life is a matter of our heart as it is pointed to God.  We are consistently concerned with 

obeying our loving Father in heaven and seeking to conduct His will on this earth at all times-to His  

Glory.  Through Jesus and the Holy Spirit living in us we begin to understand what it means to deny  

ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him.  Through discipline, responsibility, and consideration for 

the things of God, we learn to live a different way. It is about us becoming and being more like Christ. 
 

1 Thess. 5:21-22 “Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil.” 

In listing practices to be avoided we recognize that no catalog, however inclusive, can hope to encom-

pass all forms of evil throughout the world. Therefore it is imperative that our people earnestly seek the 

aid of the Spirit in cultivating a sensitivity to evil. 
 

Community 
To be a community requires that we look a certain way.  We are not better than but we do have a  

particular identity.  This journey isn’t about “me” but God.  God has chosen to make Himself known 

through the church.  We are the church, the physical representation of Christ to the world.  Therefore we 

choose to take the following social stances (to remain particular in our identity as the Christian Commu-

nity): 
• Marriage 

• Divorce 

• Abortion 

• Homosexuality 

• Drugs/Alcohol 

• Tobacco 

• Games of Chance 

• Membership in Organizations hurtful to the Christian witness and openness 

• Provocative dancing—promoting promiscuity 

• Entertainment promoting pornographic, violent, or undermining Christian values 
 

Restored to the Image of God 
There is a call to commitment in the restoration process.  To be restored is to participate in the life and 

ministry of God’s people through: 

 Continued Personal Growth (Discipleship) 

 Continued Worship Participation (Worship/Tithing/Sacraments) 

 Continued Sharing of your Faith (Evangelism) 

 Continued Spiritual Gift Oriented Servant hood (Service) 

*Participation in the above categories ensures that you are growing in a comprehensive and holistic way. 
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Our Mission:  To glorify God by making Christ-like disciples…  
 

Heritage Nazarene… 
• Is focused on reaching lost, broken and hurting people. 

• Is about the transformation of different kinds of people into the body of Christ. 

• Is a grace filled community with easy entry—but a call to firm commitment. 

• Is a point of light to a community that needs to know Jesus Christ. 

City of Circleville 

City of Waverly 

City of Chillicothe 

Elsea Mobile Village 

Berger Hospital 

Bokaa, Botswana 
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Wendell Brown 
Senior Pastor (2009) 

wbrown@heritagenaz.org 

Zach Carpenter 
Worship Arts Pastor (2009) 

zcarpenter@heritagenaz.org 

Jason Stone 
Group Life Pastor (2011) 

jstone@heritagenaz.org 

Sean Hampton 
Chillicothe Campus Pastor (2015) 

shampton@heritagenaz.org 

Richard Coyan 
Executive Director (2012) 

rcoyan@heritagenaz.org 

Nick Pruitt 
Waverly Campus Pastor (2015) 

npruitt@heritagenaz.org 

David Tripp 
Children’s Pastor (2009) 

dtripp@heritagenaz.org 

David Gray 
Youth Pastor (2000) 

dgray@heritagenaz.org 

Rev. Bill Hill 
Pastor Emeritus 

Bill Jarrell 
Community Chaplain (2015) 

wjarrell@heritagenaz.org 

Dr. Joe Brown 
Prime Time Adult Pastor (2015) 

jbrown@heritagenaz.org 

Role of Our Pastor… 
• Preacher and Visionary 

• Mentoring, Equipping, Shepherding 

• Overseer vs. Attempting to Shepherd the Entire 

Flock all the time 

• Facilitates Staff Coordination and Strategic Mission 

Development 

Role of Our Staff… 
• Guiding the Congregation 

• Equipping for Ministry 

• Leading with Vision 

• Providing Pastor Care 
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Board Members 
Karen Frey (Board Secretary) 

Dave Christensen (Children) 

Curtis Christopher (Adult-SSDI) 

Dave Steele (Planning & Development) 

Bob Blankenship (Missions-NMI)  

Anita Conkel (Worship) 

Autumn VanArsdalen (Youth &Athletics)  

David Beavers (NHCA)  

Terry VanHoose (Bldgs.& Grounds)  

Greg Kuntzman (Waverly Rep.)  

Scott Dupler (Finance)  

 

Assistant Pastors 

Amanda Blankenship (Assistant Worship Arts) 

Sawyer Harlow (Middle School Youth Pastor) 

Chris Seidle (Pre-Teen Pastor) 

 

Support Staff 
Krista Justus (Admin. Director) 

Natalee Rogerson (Pastor’s Assistant) 

Tom Sipes (Communication-Publications) 

Joe McGowan (Facilities Director) 

  

Local Pastors (in training) 
Mindy Schemrich 

Clayton Christopher 

Wesley Tripp 

Ashton Dupler 

Chris Seidle 

Jason Shepherd  

Sawyer Harlow 

Mike Culp  

Brittany Ison 

Maggie Mosley 

Jim Ritterbach 

Elizabeth Brown  

 

Other 
Steve Sargent (Ushers) 

Becky Roby (Head Janitor)  

Role of Our Church Board… 
• Vision Team (More than Committee) 

• Accountable for the stewardship of vision, 

resources and staff 

• Servants by nature and not Power Brokers 
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Children 
Dave Christensen 

David Tripp 

Jeff Parker 

Carla Smithberger 

Tracy Boyer 

Justin Hill 

Amy Seidle 

 

Youth 
Autumn VanArsdalen  

Dave Gray 

 

Group Life (Adults) 
Curtis Christopher SS Supt. 

Jason Stone 

Dale Herron 

Deana Dupler 

Tom Durflinger 

Natalee Rogerson 

Joe Brown 

 

Finance 

Scott Dupler  
Pastor Wendell Brown 

Richard Coyan 

Mark Landis - Treasurer 

Shane Roese 

T.D. Hicks 

 

 

Bldgs & Grounds 
Terry VanHoose 

Joe McGowan 

 

 

Worship Arts & Prayer 
Anita Conkel  

Zach Carpenter 

Amanda Blankenship 

Mike Culp 

Amy Culp  

 

 

Missions 
Bob Blankenship 

Tina Allen 

Angie Whaley  

Marc VanArsdalen 

 

NHCA 
David Beavers  

Shane Roese 

Steve Herron 

Julie Heidish  

Shawn Bauer 

Craig Stevenson 

Mindy Schemrich  

 

Planning & Development Fulfillment 
David Steele  

Pastor Wendell Brown 

Richard Coyan 

Brian McCallister 

Shane Roese 

Craig Stevenson 

 

Waverly Representative 

Greg Kuntzman—appointed  

 

Board Secretary 
Karen Frey 

Key:  
Board 
Staff 

Your Role as a Member… 
• Active involvement in serving others 

• Active in Group Life 

• Making Disciples 

 Collectively and individually 

LEADERSHIP 
Operational Board Members 
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THE CHURCH & MISSION 
Have you ever considered that we are all called to missionary activities in the same way we are called to 

worship and be part of the believing community? 

 

God “Sends” - Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 

us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8) 

God is a missionary God who sends a missionary church.  

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). 

We must recognize that the purpose of the church is derived from the very nature of a sending, mission-

ary God, which in turn compels it to be sent as a missionary people, both individually and collectively. 

 

The Church Goes - The church operates as missionaries in their local contexts. At its core, the church is 

to be “sending” rather than “attractional”. What do you think this means for our church community? 

What is the priority? To attract people in and among the community or to send and go out to the people? 

We often think inviting someone to church is somehow spreading the gospel. This is not wrong in and of 

itself, but only inviting to church can hinder us from fulfilling the sent nature that God intended. 

Many times we wrongly assume that the primary activity of God is in the church, rather than recognizing 

that God’s primary activity is in the world, and the church is God’s instrument sent into the world to par-

ticipate in His redemptive mission. It is the distinction between “come and see” church and “go and be” 

church. 

As the sent, missionary people of God, the church understands its fundamental purpose as being rooted 

in God’s mission to restore and heal creation and to call people into a reconciled relationship.  

“It’s not so much that the church has a mission, but that the mission has a church”. – Alan Hirsch 

How does this challenge your understanding thus far of the purpose for the church? 

 

WHAT’S YOUR S.H.A.P.E. FOR MINISTRY? 
 

“We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

 

You are God’s unique workmanship – the word can also be translated “masterpiece” – created and craft-

ed for a purpose. What is that purpose? What are the good works that has God prepared for you? Discov-

ering who God made you to be is an important step toward discerning what He intends for you to do. As 

Max Lucado says: “Can you be anything you want to be? I don’t think so. But can you be everything 

God wants you to be? I do think so. And you become that by discovering your uniqueness.” 
 

This tool can help you discover your unique “SHAPE” for ministry. Your S.H.A.P.E. profile identifies 

five key factors that influence who you are. You can use this profile to help you discern the specific way 

God has designed you to make a difference in the world – your Kingdom purpose.  
 

The ultimate goal of all this activity is to encourage and support you in living a life that draws people 

to Christ, serves people with the love of Christ, and brings glory to God. 
 

Following is a brief description of each section of the S.H.A.P.E. profile and how it is helpful in 

understanding your design for ministry. 
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S = Spiritual Gifts 
“To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

What am I gifted to do? 

A spiritual gift can be defined as: “an expression of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers which empow-

ers them to serve in the body of Christ, the church“ (Gene Wilkes, Jesus on Leadership). God has gifted 

you with an expression of His Holy Spirit to support the vision and mission of His church. Spiritual gifts 

are not the same as natural talents or personality traits, though these can overlap. The main difference is 

that spiritual gifts are always used for the benefit of others, not your own enrichment or enjoyment. 

Scripture identifies a number of specific gifts (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-30; Ephesians 

4:11; and 1 Peter 4:9-11). Descriptions are included in the section on spiritual gifts. 

H = Heart 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 

What am I passionate about doing? 

The Bible uses the term heart to represent the center of one’s motivation, desires and inclinations. Each 

of us has a “ministry heartbeat” that quickens to different things. Our heart is a driving force in our life. 

We tend to focus our energies on what we most deeply care about and love to do. The “Heart” section 

of this tool looks at three areas of passion: Activities, People, and Causes. 

A = Abilities 
“I [God] have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts.” 

(Exodus 31:3) 

What am I good at doing? 

God gives everyone natural abilities and talents. You also learn skills through your vocation, home‐

based responsibilities or hobbies. What can you do with competence and confidence? What are your 

strengths in relation to working with others and accomplishing goals? This tool looks at two types of 

abilities: Actions (tasks) and Aptitudes (qualities). Pay special attention to your “Motivated Abilities” – 

things you both are capable of doing and enjoy doing. 

P = Personality 
“Mary sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 

that had to be made.” (Luke 10:39-40) 

What am I best suited to do? 

God has created each individual with a unique temperament. The sisters Mary and Martha illustrate how 

people are wired differently – for example, Mary was relational, Martha was task-oriented. Your 

personality reflects how you relate to others, how you make decisions, what preferences guide your 

response to ministry opportunities. You were designed to serve in a certain style. Understanding how 

God has designed your personality will help you remain motivated and enable you to serve to your 

greatest potential. 

E = Experience 
“Now I want you to know that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel." 

(Philippians 1:12). 

What has my life history prepared me to do? 

Your past experiences have helped to shape your character, hone your abilities and influence your 

desire to serve. This is especially true of your painful experiences and problems you have overcome with 

God’s help. Our most powerful witness comes out of our weaknesses, rather than our strengths  

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4, 11:30, 12:9-10). God wants you to be open to ministering to people who are  

walking through the same valley you have already passed through! This tool will ask you to consider 

what life experiences could translate into fruitful ministry. 

THE CHURCH & MISSION 
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CARE & DISCIPLESHIP 
We desire for every attender and member of Heritage NAZ to be connected with others for Care &  

Discipleship. What does this mean and look like? 

 

Care is… 
Care is people who know when and why you are missing. 

Care is people who know what is going on in your life and any prayer concerns. 

Care is people who know about you and your family members. 

Care is having people who you can call on when in need. 

 

 

 

What is a Disciple & Discipleship? 
A Disciple is “A person who is committed to Christ and being led by Him to those who are not.” 
 

The Path of Discipleship is every believers journey with Christ. God will speak at each of these points 

differently in each of our lives. Some move faster on their path, some overlap different ones. However, 

we are all are on the Path as a follower of Christ. 

 

BEGIN (Crawl) 

You have accepted Christ and your Christian walk BEGINS. This stage is characterized by a New Life. 

We consider that an infant Christ-follower. Much like physical development, spiritual development  

begins with dependence upon other Christ-followers for growth and development in your “baby steps.”  
If anyone is in Christ He is a New Creation.” 2 Cor 5:17 

 

GROW (Walk) 

You are taking steps to GROW to be more like Christ by surrendering over to the work of the Spirit in 

your life...His holy purpose and desires. You understand the basic language of faith. This stage is  

characterized by a New Heart & Spirit.  
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.” Ez. 36:26 

 

KNOW (Run) 

You now KNOW that people matter to God by seeing people through the eyes of Christ. Characterized 

as being “God-focused” and “other-centered”. Beginning to make significant contributions to God’s  

Kingdom and living for God’s purpose.  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind...Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” Matt 22:37-39 
 

SERVE (Sprint) 

Now that you know people matter to God, you have a desire to SERVE them with the love of Christ. 

You are experiencing the joy of Christ by defining everything in your life by your position and  

purpose in Christ. You are reproducing your faith and life in other Christ-followers in the preceding 

stages. Characterized by a life on Mission.  
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 

grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and prayer...  

All the believers were together and had everything in common.” Acts 2:42  

 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:18-20 

 

 

Group Life 
There are three areas that assist us in taking steps on the Path: Relational, Transformational, & Missional 

involvement. That is where Group Life comes to help by creating environments that contain these areas: 

Groups, Classes, & Serving opportunities. Each group will take different forms based on the lives of the 

group and the leading of the Holy Spirit but the purpose is the same - Develop Mature Disciples. 
 

RELATIONAL 
Relational is when the building of relationships with others, deeper than a superficial level, is a focus. 

Having community with them on a regular bases to encourage and care for each other. Groups tend to 

begin at this area. Doing Life together.  
 

TRANSFORMATIONAL 
Transformational is where spiritual growth happens. To understand where you and others are at on the 

Path of Discipleship by evaluating and asking questions to spur each other on. Intentionally selecting 

curriculum that will encourage next steps. Groups usually move into the transformational stage because 

of a desire to want to grow together. 
 

MISSIONAL 
Missional is when groups of people have decided to become intentional about equipping others and/or 

reaching others for Christ by inviting them to follow them as they follow Christ’s example. This is a  

training for a life that is on mission, not something you do but someone you are becoming.  

Groups typically have the desire at this area to birth new groups to better invest in others in smaller 

groups. 

R 

T M 

Mature & Healthy Group 

Take the Discipleship Evaluation & Review current Group Life environments for you. 


